
  

 

 
 

iShares prioritises fixed income in latest ETF product listing on 
NYSE Euronext’s Amsterdam market 

 

• iShares reports 179% increase in fixed income trading volumes 

• Dutch investor demand for exposure to bond markets intensifies 

• March second most active month for NYSE Euronext for ETF trades  
 
 

Amsterdam, May 6 2009 - iShares, the worlds’ leading Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) provider, 

today lists four new products on the Amsterdam market of NYSE Euronext with fixed income 

providing a key focus for the firm’s product development. The new products include three fixed 

income ETFs and one equity ETF covering the Gulf Cooperation Council Middle-East region. 

 

Year-to-date, iShares Europe has seen over €1.5 billion in net assets in fixed income ETFs as 

investors turn to risk-averse, liquid and transparent asset classes amid continuing uncertain 

market conditions.  

 

According to research data,* iShares fixed income trading volumes on Euronext Amsterdam were 

179% higher on average per month in 2009 than in 2008. The average trading volumes increased 

from €34.2m to €95.5m in the same period. The percentage of total iShares trading volumes on 

Euronext Amsterdam represented by fixed income investments was 15.23% on average per 

month in 2009, a substantial increase from 5.35% on average per month in 2008.  

 

The total number of European fixed income iShares funds available is now 37 – of which 15 are 

listed on the European markets of NYSE Euronext. iShares’ new fixed income products will 

provide unrivalled access to the investment grade debt universe as well as tailored exposure to 

corporate bonds and the shortest-dated European government instruments.  

 



  

Roel Thijssen, head of iShares Benelux, said, “With transparency and liquidity the watchwords of 

the day, investor appetite for risk-averse fixed income products in the Netherlands shows no sign 

of abating.” 

 

He added, “It has historically been difficult to access GCC markets and whilst there are products 

offering exposure to individual countries and to the region as part of broader benchmarks, the 

iShares MSCI GCC Countries ex-Saudi Arabia fund focuses on the five investible GCC markets 

within a single fund.”  

 

ETFs are very successful. With these new ETFs, NYSE Euronext now offers a range of 383 ETFs 

with 431 listings from 15 Issuers. These ETFs cover more than 275 indices including an extended 

range of assets and strategies. iShares has a total of 89 ETFs listed on NYSE Euronext. 

 

Scott Ebner, Senior Vice President, European Exchange Traded Products NYSE Euronext, said, 

“These new products are a welcome addition for investors who are increasingly focused on ETFs 

as they seek innovative solutions to meet their asset allocation needs. That demand is evident in 

the high monthly ETF transaction levels recorded by NYSE Euronext’s European markets and 

especially shown by the increasing activity in fixed income ETFs.”  

 
 
Details of the new products:  
 

• iShares Barclays Euro Aggregate Bond provides exposure to a basket of Euro-

denominated investment grade bonds, including treasury bonds, securitised bonds and 

corporate bonds. It is designed to track the Barclays Capital Euro Aggregate bond index. 

• iShares Barclays Euro Corporate Bond, which provides exposure to a diversified basket of 

Euro-denominated investment grade corporate bonds.  Inclusion in the fund is based on the 

currency of the issue and not the domicile of the issuer.  In line with this, the fund contains 

Euro-denominated corporate bonds that have been issued from all over the world. It is 

designed to track the Barclays Capital Euro Corporate bond index. 

• iShares Barclays Euro Treasury Bond 0-1, which provides exposure to a diversified basket 

of Euro-denominated government bond with maturities ranging from 0-12 months. This offers 

diversified exposure to high ratings and short duration bonds. It is designed to track the 

Barclays Capital Euro Treasury 0-12 months bond index. 

• iShares MSCI GCC Countries ex-Saudi Arabia provides exposure to the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) region in one fund structure and captures the performance of a range of 

sectors within the GCC ex-Saudi Arabia markets.  Although traditionally the economies have 



  

been oil-based, listed companies in the GCC countries reflect the trend to diversify and create 

new sustainable areas of economic activity. The product captures companies active in the 

financial, real estate, mobile telecommunications, industrial and materials sectors. 

 

 
* Bloomberg data 2009  
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About Barclays Global Investors 
 
Barclays Global Investors is one of the world's largest asset managers and a leading global 
provider of investment management products and services. It transformed the investment 
industry by creating the first index strategy in 1971 and the first quantitative active strategy in 
1979. BGI is the global product leader in exchange traded funds (iShares) with over 360 funds for 
institutions and individuals globally as at date 31/12/08. 
 
For further information about Barclays Global Investors, please visit our website 
www.barclaysglobal.com. 
 
ETFs are index funds that are bought and sold like ordinary shares on a stock exchange and are 
a tool to gain diversified exposure to a market. ETFs can be used to achieve many investment 
strategies:  
 • for buy and hold investing  



  

 • for active traders who wish to take advantage of market movements  
 • for investors wishing to hedge the market  
 • as an alternative to futures and other institutional investment tools  
 
iShares may or may not be suitable for all investors and Barclays Global Investors Limited does 
not guarantee their performance. The price of the investments may go up or down and the 
investor may not get back the amount invested.  
 
Regulatory information 
 
This Press release has been issued by Barclays Global Investors Limited (BGI), which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority in the UK (FSA) for journalists in the 
United Kingdom only. 
 
This Press Release appears as a matter of record only and does not constitute an offer to sell or 
an invitation to purchase any securities.   
 
Index Disclaimers 
 
'Barclays Capital' is a trade mark of Barclays Capital, the investment banking division of Barclays 
Bank PLC ('Barclays Capital'), and is used by Barclays Global Investors under licence. With a 
distinctive business model, Barclays Capital provides corporates, financial institutions, 
governments and supranational organisations with solutions to their financing and risk 
management needs. Barclays Capital compiles, maintains and owns rights in and to the Barclays 
Capital Euro Government Bond 10-15 yr Term Index, Barclays Capital Euro Government Bond 5-
7 yr Term Index and Barclays Capital Euro Treasury Bond Index (together the 'indices'). iShares 
Barclays Euro Government Bond 10-15, iShares Barclays Euro Government Bond 5-7  and 
iShares Barclays Euro Treasury Bond ('the funds') are not sponsored, endorsed, sold or 
promoted by Barclays Capital and Barclays Capital makes no representation regarding the 
advisability of investing in the funds. 
 
 
About NYSE Euronext 
 
NYSE Euronext (NYX) is the world’s most diverse exchange group, offering a broad and growing 
array of financial products and services in Europe and the United States that include cash 
equities, futures, options, exchange-traded products, bonds, market data, and commercial 
technology solutions.  With over 8,000 listed issues globally, NYSE Euronext's equities markets -- 
the New York Stock Exchange, Euronext, NYSE Arca, and NYSE Amex -- represent nearly 40% 
of the world's cash equities trading volume, the most liquidity of any global exchange 
group.  NYSE Euronext also operates NYSE Liffe, the leading European derivatives business and 
the world’s second largest derivatives business by value of trading.  NYSE Euronext offers 
comprehensive global commercial technology, connectivity, and market data products and 
services through its innovative trading solutions unit, NYSE Technologies.  NYSE Euronext is part 
of the S&P 500 index and the only exchange operator in the S&P 100 index.  For more 
information, please visit: www.nyx.com. 
 
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
  
This press release may contain forward-looking statements, including forward-looking statements 
within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking 
statements include, but are not limited to, statements concerning NYSE Euronext’s plans, 
objectives, expectations and intentions and other statements that are not historical or current 
facts. Forward-looking statements are based on NYSE Euronext’s current expectations and 
involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those 
expressed or implied in such forward-looking statements. Factors that could cause NYSE 



  

Euronext’s results to differ materially from current expectations include, but are not limited to: 
NYSE Euronext’s ability to implement its strategic initiatives, economic, political and market 
conditions and fluctuations, government and industry regulation, interest rate risk and U.S. and 
global competition, and other factors detailed in NYSE Euronext’s reference document for 2008 
(“document de référence”) filed with the French Autorité des Marchés Financiers (Registered on 
April 28, 2009 under No. R. 09-031), 2008 Annual Report on Form 10-K and other periodic 
reports filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission or the French Autorité des 
Marchés Financiers. In addition, these statements are based on a number of assumptions that 
are subject to change. Accordingly, actual results may be materially higher or lower than those 
projected. The inclusion of such projections herein should not be regarded as a representation by 
NYSE Euronext that the projections will prove to be correct. This press release speaks only as of 
this date. NYSE Euronext disclaims any duty to update the information herein. 


