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Euronext strengthens its commitment to European 
strategic autonomy as Ambassador of the Belgian 
Reserve  
Brussels – 23 April 2026 – Yesterday, Euronext Brussels was one of the first ten companies to receive the 
recognition of “Ambassador of the Reserve” from the Belgian Defence. To formalise this partnership, Euronext 
received an honorary diploma at the Royal Military Academy in Brussels from the hands of Mr Theo Francken, 
Minister of Defence in charge of Foreign Trade, and in the presence of Mr David Clarinval, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Employment, Economy and Agriculture, and Mrs Eléonore Simonet, Minister of Small Businesses, the 
Self-Employed and SMEs, Frederik Vansina, Chief of Defence and Thierry Esser, Director General Human Resources 
of the Belgian Defence.  

This recognition forms part of Euronext’s broader European initiative to support national military reserve forces and 
strengthen cooperation between the private sector and public institutions at a time when resilience and strategic 
autonomy are critical for Europe. As part of this commitment, Euronext has established dedicated support 
frameworks for employees engaged in reservist services across Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Norway, the 
United Kingdom, and now Belgium. Under this agreement, Euronext guarantees the continuation of salary and social 
benefits for employees aged between 18 and 55 who undertake or are already engaged in a reservist commitment, 
with no impact on their employment. The duration of the training period is up to 15 days for new reservists, and up 
to 10 days per year of military commitment. 

Benoît van den Hove, CEO of Euronext Brussels said: “On behalf of Euronext, I am very thankful to the Belgium 
Defence for this recognition, which reflects our commitment to strengthening European resilience in a context of 
heightened geopolitical tensions. This recognition also highlights a form of civic engagement which I am particularly 
proud of, as it allows colleagues who wish to do so to put their skills and expertise at the service of their country.” 

On 6 May 2025, Euronext announced a series of initiatives related to Energy, Security & Geostrategy, the “New ESG”. 
This set of initiatives enhances the visibility of European companies operating in these three strategic sectors and 
provides them with tools to gain better access to financing needs. They also address the growing demand from 
asset managers, institutional and retail investors to get exposure to high-growth segments through thematic 
indices. Since September 2025, Euronext has signed partnerships with local military reserves in six European 
countries: Belgium, Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom. 

In London, Euronext signed a partnership with the UK military reserve, the UK Reserve Forces, in the form of the 
Armed Forces Covenant, on 2 December 2025. The Covenant was cosigned by Brigadier Sam Cates, Deputy 
Commander HQ London District, in a ceremony that took place in the historic Wellington Room, Horse Guards. 

In Amsterdam, Euronext signed a partnership with the Dutch military reserve, the Korps Nationale Reserve, on 12 
November 2025. To mark this occasion, Gijs Tuinman, Dutch State Secretary for Defence, sounded the gong at the 
stock exchange in the presence of Colonel Ruben Koopman, Head of the Department of Reservists and Society, and 
Lieutenant Colonel dr. Roland Slegers-Leijsten, Commander of the Korps National Reserve. 

In Oslo, Euronext signed a partnership with the Norwegian military reserve, the Norwegian Home Guard, on 3 
November 2025. The partnership was signed during the annual keynote addresses from the Norwegian Army and 
the Norwegian Home Guard, in the presence of his Majesty Harald V, King of Norway, Major General Lars Lervik, Chief 
of the Norwegian Army and Major General Frode Ommundsen, Chief of the Norwegian Home Guard. 

In Paris, Euronext signed a partnership with the French military reserve, the Garde nationale, on 1 October 2025. 
General François-Xavier Poisbeau, General Secretary of the French National Guard, presented the main aspects of 
the partnership, while Baptiste Mercier, Head of Operational Performance at Allianz France, and Coralie Lecouffe, 
Senior Consultant at Capgemini Invent, shared personal experiences from their engagement as reservists. 

In Copenhagen, Euronext signed a partnership with the Danish military reserve, InterForce Danmark, on 19 
September 2025. Local employees had the opportunity to meet with members of the reservist forces, who shared 
insights about their experience and highlighted how military reservists support Denmark’s resilience. 

https://www.euronext.com/en/about/media/euronext-press-releases/euronext-strengthens-its-support-for-european-strategic
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Caption: Yesterday, Euronext Brussels received an honorary diploma at the Royal Military Academy in Brussels. The diploma was presented by Mr Theo 

Francken, Minister of Defence and Foreign Trade, in the presence of Chief of Defence, Frederik Vansina, Benoît van den Hove, CEO Euronext Brussels, Damien 

Roegiers, Director Administration of CEO in Belgium, Mr David Clarinval, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Employment, Economy and Agriculture, Mrs 

Eléonore Simonet, Minister for Small Businesses, the Self-Employed and SMEs and Thierry Esser, Director General Human Resources of the Belgian Defence.  
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CONTACTS   

ANALYSTS & INVESTORS – ir@euronext.com 

Investor Relations Judith Stein +33 6 15 23 91 97 

 Margaux Kurver +33 6 84 16 85 03  

MEDIA – mediateam@euronext.com   

Belgium Marianne Aalders  +32 26 20 15 01     

Belgium Catalina Augspach +33 6 82 09 99 70    

 

About Euronext   

Euronext is the leading European capital market infrastructure, covering the entire capital markets value chain, from listing, trading, 
clearing, settlement and custody, to solutions for issuers and investors. Euronext runs MTS, one of Europe’s leading electronic fixed 
income trading markets, and Nord Pool, the European power market. Euronext also provides clearing and settlement services through 
Euronext Clearing and its Euronext Securities CSDs in Denmark, Italy, Norway and Portugal. In November 2025, Euronext acquired a 
majority stake in the Athens Stock Exchange (ATHEX), reinforcing its pan-European footprint and further extending its fully integrated 
market infrastructure with the addition of an exchange, a CSD and a clearing house. 

As of March 2026, Euronext’s regulated exchanges in Belgium, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and Portugal host 
over 1,800 listed issuers with €7 trillion in market capitalisation, a strong blue-chip franchise and the largest global centre for debt and 
fund listings. With a diverse domestic and international client base, Euronext handles 29% of European lit equity trading. Its products 
include equities, FX, ETFs, bonds, derivatives, commodities and indices. 

For the latest news and resources, please visit the Media Centre. Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn and X for regular updates. 

  

 

Disclaimer 

This press release is for information purposes only: it is not a recommendation to engage in investment activities and is provided “as  is”, without 
representation or warranty of any kind. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the content, Euronext does not guarantee its 
accuracy or completeness. Euronext will not be held liable for any loss or damages of any nature ensuing from using, trusting or acting on information 
provided. No information set out or referred to in this publication may be regarded as creating any right or obligation. The creation of rights and obligations 
in respect of financial products that are traded on the exchanges operated by Euronext’s subsidiaries shall depend solely on the applicable rules of the market 
operator. All proprietary rights and interest in or connected with this publication shall vest in Euronext. This press release speaks only as of this date. 
Euronext refers to Euronext N.V. and its affiliates. Information regarding trademarks and intellectual property rights of Euronext is available at 
www.euronext.com/terms-use.  

© 2026, Euronext N.V. - All rights reserved.  

The Euronext Group processes your personal data in order to provide you with information about Euronext (the "Purpose"). With regard to the processing of 
this personal data, Euronext will comply with its obligations under Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and Council of 27 April 2016 (General 
Data Protection Regulation, “GDPR”), and any applicable national laws, rules and regulations implementing the GDPR, as provided in its privacy statement 
available at: www.euronext.com/privacy-policy. In accordance with the applicable legislation you have rights with regard to the processing of your personal 
data: for more information on your rights, please refer to: www.euronext.com/data_subjects_rights_request_information. To make a request regarding the 
processing of your data or to unsubscribe from this press release service, please use our data subject request form at connect2.euronext.com/form/data-
subjects-rights-request or email our Data Protection Officer at dpo@euronext.com.  
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